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For the last 30 years, China’s rise as an emerging global superpower has had a
significant geopolitical and economic impact. There is uncertainty within the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) about China’s role as the next de facto
superpower and about the ways expectations from internal and external
stakeholders should be addressed.
For Kishore Mahbubani, China is a “geopolitical miracle”. The country rose to global
prominence without any of the hegemonic tendencies that superpowers typically
developed in the past. China has strived to integrate in the existing framework of
international geopolitical relations. This is evidenced in China’s decision to join the
World Trade Organization and willingness to comply with a strict set of rules on
foreign trade.
China has become an affluent country. Its economy is the second largest after the
US, and it has a fast growing well-educated, outspoken and nationalistic middle
class. This segment of the Chinese population expects the CCP to undertake
domestic reforms and to take on a more aggressive approach to foreign policy
issues. China’s attempt to reclaim territories in the East and South China Sea has
created territorial disputes with a number of Asian neighbors that include Japan,
Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia. China’s leaders
need to find a delicate balance between Chinese people’s aspirations and the
need to preserve the relationships with neighboring countries.
According to Yang Dali, China believes it should seek greater influence in the global
community. As a result, territorial claims will be a part of the country’s agenda.
China may have risen to a position of international prominence, but the country still
faces several domestic problems that include a low GDP per capita, increasing
income inequalities, public health as well as housing prolems. Pressuring the country
to devote additional resources to international matters will only fuel existing tensions.

According to Kishore Mahbubani, the solution may lie in China’s willingness to take
its cue from the US on international issues. Should the US disregard international
regulations to pursue its own agenda, China would no doubt follow suit and
advance its territorial claims more agressively.
Aspirations to see China take on additional responsibilities in the international
community and play a greater role in the resolution of global issue should be
accompanied by a reassessment of the country’s current status and rights in many
Western-dominated international organizations.

